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4939 S. Kemper
St. Louis, MO 63139
 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Greetings Collegiate Community,  
Welcome to the 22-23 school year. I want to begin this year by letting you know a little bit what you can expect from this class and about who I am. You can expect me to come to class each day, prepared and happy to teach. You can expect me to see you as an individual with both strengths and weaknesses and for me to maintain a classroom that is both relaxed and rigorous. You can expect me to challenge you and myself. I expect you to treat me and all your classmates with courtesy and respect. I expect you to challenge yourself and me. I hope by taking one of my courses you will enjoy it and that we will learn and laugh each day along the way. 
I believe that students should be allowed to make mistakes so that they can learn from them. English is the one subject in high school where your opinion is more important than the teacher’s. I will guide you through the literature, but it’s your opinions that will matter most. As far as writing goes, you will have a chance to do a lot of it, as a way to sort out what you observe, what you think and what you feel. I see my role being both as a mirror and a lens: someone to reflect what I see of students’ strengths and occasional weaknesses, and someone to help students to focus their attention on what we explore together. 
Above all, I want my classes to be thoughtful in the sense of being kind and considerate of others but also thought-provoking. You should expect to engage with literature that will challenge and hopefully elevate your reading and writing skills. 
Finally, please be sure to review the appropriate course materials on Teams, which will provide all the necessary details to be successful in my classes.  The links for each course’s syllabus is provided below:
African American Literature: https://sway.office.com/RTS5OYjRRiyBTmet?ref=Link
AP Language & Composition: https://sway.office.com/Aam9OmboOGs0jv8K?ref=Link
AP Literature & Composition: https://sway.office.com/ySUgR9vPPGBnJZL4?ref=Link

Best, 
Chandra Alford 
English Department Chair
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